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The -d © mivs” will for cver be associated with the name of 8ir
qula)i]:(zﬂfn. \i‘):%tl;ax devoted a long life to the pursuance of a high ideal—
' thut of improving the fituess of the human race
and to striving to secure that c¢hildren born
into the world shall be well born in the sense
that they shall not start life handicapped at
the outset by physical defects due to thc
imperfect health or phxsique of their
pregenitors, It may be said that from th(ls’
days of Moses Jews have been 'cugerglst‘s.
apart from the hygienic laws enjoined in the
Mosaic code. which affect the individualrather
than the race. The intense love of children,
and the idealisation of home-life have contri-
buted in a notable degrec to the production
of a race that has withstood greater trials
and tribulations than have befallen any other
race in history. A representative of the
Jewlsil CHRONICLE  recently  visited  Sir
Franeis, who is now in his cighty-ninth
vear, to seek his views concerning the
bearing of eugenies on the .Jewish race
and the life of the Jowish people.

The Mosaic Code and Eugenics.
How would you define eugenics? was our
representative’s first question.

© 0t i< the study,” Siv Franeis replied, “of the eonditions under human
control which improve or impair the inborn characteristics of the race”

Do you think that the hygenic regulations of the Mosaic Code have
contributed to the fitness of the Jewish race?

» | am williog to believe that their indirect influence has been great.”

Are they more respounsible, in your opinion, than the vicissitndes whieh
the Jewish peopic has had to go through ? .

“$oth have played a part in producing the fitness of the Jewish race.
The wish of the Jewish woman to be married and have children is an
important factor. It is ono part of eugenics to vncourage the idea of parental
responsibility : the other part is to see that the children born are well horn.
Itis a praiseworthy featurc of the Jewish religion that, as a religion. it
enjoins the multiplication of the human species, Bat it isstill more important
to determine that children shall be born from the tit and not the unfit.

The Effect of Environment and Persecution.

Sir Francis advanced the modern and somewhat startling view that
environment has little cifect on human development, but that nature counted
for very much more.

What cffect do you think persecution has had on the Jewish race?

“So far as persecntion weeds out those who are uniit so far it tends td
evolve a race suited t eet hard conditions. We in England have reaped
the good effects of perséeution in that we have benefitted enormous!y from
the immigration of theiHuguenots, who were among the best of their race
and who have handed down their qualities to many descendants.”

Is it not rather immoral to look with satisfaction to persccution as an
aid to race culture?

+ It is not immoral but unmoral—it has nothing to do with morals. Per-
secution does not always prodace good results. For instance, the Catholic
persecutions in Spain seem to have destroycd the best part of the race,
and the Napoleonic wars reduced the stature of Frenchmen to a notable
degree. 1t is the aim of engenies to supply many means by which the effects
of these drastic and not always successful aids to race culture may be pro-
duced in a more scientific and kindly way.”

Do you think that the constant migrations of the Jewish people have
had any cffect on their racial culture ?

“I cannot speak generally. Lach case must be judged on its own merits,
and I :m not enough of a historian to give any opinion worth having.”

Eugenics and Religion.

IFrom an carlier remark of yours I gather that in your view eugenies and
religion may go hand-in-hand.

‘1 shink that religious establishments may help forward the eugenic idea
just us, in times past, they have thwarted it by celibate institutions.”

How can the movement best be as#isted ?

* The immediate work is to obtain an aceurate knowledge of a large
number of facts. Buch work is being done by the Hugenic Laboratory, and
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it is very laborious. Institutions may help in keoping careful statistics:and |

discussing them scientifically. 1t will then remain to popularise the resul
obtained by experts and to take further steps.”

Sir Francis at the Jews’ Free School.

Sir Franeis recalled a visit which he paid many
Free School, where he took a number pf compos
purpose of determining whether it wa o
distinct Jewish type, The results o

. 6
paper rg’ad by Mr. Joseph Jacobs at th thi
a.rmtéla in the Photographic News, whichipib
wrote | —

They are, I think, the best speciraens. of compost
.. . Tray mention that the individual phot
any exception, from among Jewish boys in the Je
They were children of poor parents, dirty:little:al
beautiful, as L think, in these corposites, i
I drove through the adjacent Jowish g
woman and child, and this was no le#s to:
was 1o sign of diffidence in any of:thi
intrusion. I felt, rightly or wrongly
me at market value, without the s}
The composites are reprodi
paper read by Mr. Jacobs was
February 27th, 1885, Sir Francis

which he was then ‘Prdsident;

To our representative hie expros;
occasion was of a very high.
re-called the fact that Dr. AQl
welght at the meeting,
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« OXFORD AND JUDAISM.”
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INTERESTING PAPER AND DISCUSSION.

The annual mecting of the West London Syq:mgogug ASSOCIatin wag
held last weck at the house of Mr, and Mrs, F. H.. Harvey
Devonshire Place, the President, Mr. C. G. MONTEI-‘IOIEE, in the C .

The report having been adopted and the Hon. Officers and Cowmmnits.
elected, the Rev. MorRIs JOSEVH, in the name of the Association. w

4 X .

Mr. Montefiore on his retarn from the United States, He said 1., M;i
Montefiore had gathered a good crop of experiences and impressic: . from
his visit, which, it was to be hoped, be would recount to the Associ. .y 4
an early date.

Mr. LroNagb STEIN, of Balliol College, Oxford, then delivered the [},
ing address. Hev said :— o

1t is a great privilege, bat it is also a great responsibility. to sp. .. ery
this evening on the subject that has been proposed to me. Dut +: the

invitation came to me from one to whom I owe almost all the little 3 sm ]
can boast, when 1 was to have the privilege of speaking under the Chiuieman.
ship of so distinguished a mewmber of mwy own University and v aug
College, it was not for me to hold back. I am conscious that there .

ek
here present who are iufinitely better qualified to speak of Oxie: v\,lﬂ
Judaism than I am. It is only very humbly and very tentatively tha i, fop
my part, can venture to discuss them—not, however, without the i:-u cone
viction that their discussion is in itself a matter of genuing and v uedie
interest.
Tui REAL IMPORTANCE OF THE OXFORD JEW,

I do not wish to exaggerate. If thereisone fanlt with which cviord wen

can rarely be charged, it is that of not taking themselves scrioy And

the natural self-importance of the Oxford Hebrew Congregation is acientuated
by the generosity with which Visiting Ministers are accustomed t. heap
upon it the responsibilities of an Atlas. It is encouraged to suppose that
the whole burden of the Aunglo-Jewish future rests upon its shoulders,
Happily alike for ourselves and for the community, we are not nearly as
important as that. Our numbers are very small. There are only rhirty of
us all told. And, again, of those thirty it is gunite certain, if experienee is
any guide, that a large proportioh will not, as a matter of faet, play .
important part in the future of Anglo-Jewry. And yet when all reserva-
tions have been made, it remains true that the Oxford Hebrew Congregation
does occupy a peculiar, an almost unique; position, : The fate of uny thiny
souls-could hardly be altogether'a matter of indifference.. But the Oxford .
Congregation has quité clearly s peculiar importance of its own, It
obviously does contain within its ra some few, at gny rate, who are, inthe
nature of things,certain toplay a prominent part in the future. 1ts members
are, almost 'all of them, at a oritical point in.their deveclopment, at -
an age which is peculisrly receptive’ of impressions. Oxford is a -
place peculiarly fitted to leave impressions of a lasting kind—a place with

A UNIQUE ATMOSPHERE OF IDBALISM

and, again, with a uniquecapacity for producing what maybe called, ina
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