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learn for certain what had become of them, bub negroes told us they had been.
drowned in crossing a river. I do not know if this be true.”

The Papers read were—-

* 1. Report on the Countries in the neighbourhood of the Niger.
By Dr. W. B. BAIKIE, M.D., F.R.G.S. ’

Dr. Baikie advocates the immediate formation of a trading station
and a consular establishment on the banks of the Niger. He states
that it would secure preponderance and priority for English com-
merce, and would form a basis for English influence in Central
Africa. A permanent establishment would serve to keep rude tribes
in check, while it would be far from unpopular with the more settled
population. It would afford the missionary and the philanthropist
a centre for their Christianizing and civilizing endeavours, and
finally it would bring to a practical conclusion the various Niger
expeditions. He considers the present to be a most favourable time
for such an establishment; ground has been secured and occupied,
the foundation of a market laid, the navigation of the river has been
opened from the confluence upwards, and there is a general feeling
among the natives that we are at length really going to take such a
step. He considers the confluence to be decidedly the best position
for an establishment. It is the most central, is easily reached from
the sea, is the point of convergence of many roads from the interior,
is already a recognised market-place, and has proved to be healthy
during Dr. Baikie’s residence of two years. -

Txtracts from numerous despatches by Dr. Baikie have been
printed by the Foreign Office, and are ordered by the Council of
the Royal Geographical Society to be placed in their library. Some
of them refer to the country whence cotton may be obtained, in
which respect Bonu and Nupe are preferable to Yoruba, because in
the former three-fourths of the labouring population are free to raise
and sell their own crops, while in Yoruba the chief production is
in the hands of large traders, who would infallibly add to their
claves in the event of an enlarged demand. Most of the extracts
are purely geographical, and extend or correct Dr. Barth’s deductions
from native hearsay, or his awn observations. Baikie gives the
following data on the anomalous rise and fall of the Niger, which
was first observed by Barth and minutely discussed in vol. v., p. 5,
of that traveller's work. The observation of four years at Busa
showed the maximum height to be attained at the end of Septem-
ber; early in October the river begins to fall ; during November it
falls rapidly; it slackens towards the end of December, and is sta-
tionary in January. Between the end of January and the end of

.understood Dr. Baikie was in delicate healt
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February there is a second rise of from 4 to 18 inches. The rain
n.mstly fall a? the end of September, and the reason of: the dela 'es
rise of the river lies in the length and sluggishness of its couz‘se
In these general ideas Baikie agrees with Barth, whom, however.

he appears to have partially mi i
y misunderstoad i
recently received from Dr. Barth.—Eb.). (10 explained in a letter

g}:ﬁ Bem:lwe.a.nd Niger are called at their confluence the dark
an ) efwhlte river, and the appellation is just, at the season of low
water, for the difference of hue between the two streams is strongly

marked at that ti i "
ilon time, and their waters keep distinct for several

S [T%le latest news of Dr. Baikie, who had left the Niger for the
interior, has 'been brought back by Lieut. Lefroy, r.N. That office
proceeded with H.M.S. Jnvestigator up the Nige; to 'Rabba whiclj
he r’ea‘uched on September 12. Thence he made his way b,y a five
daysk Journey to the. camp of King Massaba, where he remained a
,}v:;ee . (f)ﬁter returnmg to his ship a messenger from the King reached
1xln on ctobe.r 9., stating that news had been received from Baikie
:vvafe :‘Srasfotrlxl hls. journey ba.ck.. Unfortunately the rapid fall of the’
N of the Niger Ix}ade it impossible for Lieut. Lefroy to retain
is vessel any longer in that portion of the river.—ED.]

Afﬁl;ﬂ?g:sxgp;}r reminded the meeting that Dr, Baikie went out upon this
Alriean agg ix ilsogaﬁ?rvlv);r:igh%a yfar(‘ls ago, 1a.nd that the Pleiad steamer, in
L embarked, was lost in going through ’
rapids, very nearly at the point from "which h s el vl g
_ last wrote, I i
couraged by the loss of the vessel, and ving w 2 from, the wrech,
D B kicsey i of the vessel, and saving what he could from the wreck

dst of these wild ; ince
then he had been sendin, itions i D ot o mee
en g expeditions to the right and left, besid i
out two expeditions himself to the t o south-east.  Nhis
0 north-west and the th ‘hi
perseverance on his part was highly creditabl i it showe that the
Povseverance on his b ghly creditable to him, and it showed that the
ent had really selected a man capable of ishing thei
:m%lI of (éomg Justice to the British name inpthoseoregflif)gxc:.nphs}nnb their bekest,
indu;f.; RAaWugURD lsa'ud great credit was due to Dr, Baikie for his perseverance
industg,r’ Thez:;tiogulfza 1}1]:\a(§u:1 coplmon,d h'iis fjudgment was not equal to his
. ; ecommended for a settlement on the Ni i
31(1)% Z??llxzha::: lig:t?hdegrﬁe of latitude, where the texnperatu;r);,1 Wa: ald\tl%?)z, :)1:
Toe o ge the whole year round, was not a place for Europeans to
The PrESmENT observed that D iki
r. Baikie had been there eight
Mr. CaAWFURD thought he must be a very lucky man, “At z???\:ents he
1 h, and exceedingly anxious t
Egdi;e :{]V;‘tlllldre‘sepeg;atg tt}(l)e ]E)roducti}:mts o}fl the country thftyhadxsel; (s)p%?::r?
E: now what they were. Palm-oil i
valuable commodity, and we im o i vy a8 Taeh an e
luable y mported into this country as muck
g;ﬁill?;sinwox:h }t)e_r annum.  Of ivory, though England wasy one of tl(ie) gﬁza::eg
ool IOOg Ogollm rggtt]c?n t}}:elwirld,be our import and export annually did not
i mag 0; 0 w:) g on ad also been mentioned. Did anybody expect that
. . ould ¢ grow cotton? The cultivation of cott i
capital, ingenuity, intelligence, protection to life and 1)ropef'(t)y ?r;nlgzq;glrﬁg
F2
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these things be expected from a people in a state of barbarism and slavery ?
No country in the world was capable of producing cotton in any considerable
amount, of a quality fit for our manufaciurers, except the Southern States of
North America; and, of all countries in the world, Africa was the last that
he should expect would ever produce cotton for such a purpose. Then there
remained gold-dust, of which but a trifling quantity was produced, merely
the washings from the sand. For all these reasons he thought it would be
impolitic to form a settlement, as proposed by Dr. Baikie,

Mr. GALTON said that, although the individual items might not be large,
{here was a considerable amount of trade of one kind or another on the West
African coast. Various thriving entrepots, of which Lagos was commercially
the most important, were dotted along the seaboard the whole way from the
Gabin to the Senegal. The proposal was that an additional settlement should
De established by this country upon the Niger, where the opportunities of
trade appesred to be greater than were now enjoyed anywhere along the coast.
Confessedly, the West African trade was not of first-class magnitude ; but it
was not 5 settlement of first-class importance that Dr. Baikie recommended,
merely a small trading establishment. Such an establishment, bringing with
it, ag it would, all the advantages of European and Christian influence, was a
project that he considered might be reasonably entertained on more grounds
than one.

The PrESIDENT said, even allowing that all Mr. Crawfurd's objections were
valid, we were still deeply indebted to Dr. Baikie for making us acquainted
with the physical geography of this remote region,

9. Notes on Madagascar. By LIEUTENANT OLIVER, R.A.

Tur Queen of Madagascar having died in 1861, and being succeeded
by her son Radama IL, a change was made in the policy of that
kingdom. Europeans, who bad been previousty refused admittance,
were freely invited to the capital; and our Government sent in the
first instance a message of congratulation, and more recently a
mission, in which Lieut. Oliver took part. Their duty was to
convey an autograph letter of Her Majesty to the King of Madagas-
car, accompanied by suitable presents. The distance from Tamatave
to the capital occupied eighteen days; the Mission travelled in palan-
quins carried by strong and willing porters, and traversed a country
that seems mainly to be uncultivated, largely wooded,and to consist of
such deep and slippery clay as to make progress exceedingly difficult
after rains. A ridge of 5000 feet was crossed before coming in
sight of the capital. The higher Malagese functionaries have adopted
a quasi-European mode of life ; the troops attempted European dis-
cipline, costume and arms, and the bands played European airs.
Mr. Ellis, the distinguished missionary, had a congregation of 1000
Christians in the town, and there were six other congregations of a
nearly equal size. Lieut. Oliver shows reason to doubt whether the
extension of the Christian profession is the result of much sincere

conviction,
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H;r:lvi sPsssEch::N'T said Lieut. Oliver is an officer surveying in the Mauritius
He was also Ilmous to survey Madagascar, and to bring forward in a fut .
communicat [?d ﬁnai)z;)é interesting and valuable details respecting its ph silé:i
stru endea:vo eTh requested the Royal Geographical Society to aid 11}i7m i
this endec lir-H' ¢ Council had accordingly authorised a request to be m (Iln
to His agiz:] f1ghnele:s tho._e Coxpmander-in-Chief, to extend Lieut Oliv:r’z
Jeave of max(;e or a short time, in order that he might prosecute his résearches
No doubt m ay present were well acquainted with that most charming descri )
tion of M: l;aliasica];e given us by that distinguished missionary, the Rev MI:
instr{mtedt,h be said to the credit of the missionaries that the , had
oot acte Wase l:];ﬁ;:e; l'I;tthe rugilxments of reading and writing. The Maﬁa.rrasi
: ritten until our missionaries went there, Th 3
g}ilsléi’g g.::ix; :;1 et).}l:sence'of many years, on his return found to his :ur%igs'eliz
disembarking, e native aide-de-camp of a general writing a despatch at the
dictat, p fls ﬁupquor_ofﬁcer, to be sent to a distant part of the island. Tt
a8 ofp{}(:g a:t l(): e glﬁ'uglop of writing among these people since the introduc-
on of th Ma.laz a:i elgllgsifgn:rlils; . Mr. t(l)rawfurd would tell them something
bou g ; that gentleman, who had writt )
g;czfantmgnof tE: Ma.:la;y language, having discovered a consider:ﬁeﬂx:ixfé:g
of that gua,i, d.m e Malagasi. It must be a subject of great interest t
naturalis ti, nl:ec g-olnl;g Aggo_logxst;:, tll1§t this great tract of land, separated by:(:
) rica, should be so entirely different ir i
g?tf?fli produfmons, particularly in its plants, zvhile manymofa IEZStax?ilxlnl?
o t“.ca.uwexe totally unknown there. It had therefore been su adS
see:;ea éc(ai\ fy, that this tract of land had been, by former convulsions of Iﬁggse- ,
hal.; lfggl the countries to the east, and that, though so near to Afri i
Mt:-e‘g;a'p.w any clpse com}llectlon with that continent. o 16
2 FURD said, in the course of his studies he had h i
. » ad
migeg;tgh';}tehqueshq:l of the geography and the philology of Madagz;)sc::f lor'll’]gz
= a‘Ji o lag gsg:;; (}g'aw‘?:ted to ‘bdrlngi) 111r;oder notice was the presence in the
considerable body of Mal dd ‘
That was a very remarkabler}(:,ircum b et words same. hore 3
v kabl stance, for how these word i
;v&z;o %ﬂfilculgi 1;;0 explain. The nearest I;Oinf: of the Malayasncig;‘uemfl}1 erfv;t
gaséar a1r§s.no ts %f:l‘aysHi :r%ul%hpreflse by saying that the people of &adai!
g . 5 o they bear any resemblance to th {
Eefa::, negroes ; l})nl;t negroes of a particular description. The?x;;e I:l;lclrigeil n
i a.niau(lie senseiﬂ that Portuguege, and Laps, and Englishmen Germans axig
T%eir f;c?af';% 2 :éoglzilﬁ; an(i in ?1(1) othfer. They are slender in their form
. I acute as that of the ordinary negro. U !
it seemed to him that they are incomparabl Y adameed B ehole
o s pontlo on e’ g parably more_advanced in civilization
h pposite coast, although at a dist
240 miles. A proof of their civilization is that & singlo lansure ey than
! of on is that a single 1 Ag
whole island. This is never found to be the casegeex;;%uvi:iirzert‘lr]ades'the
;onslderalll)le amount of civilization. Another proof is, that as long as vil;aehls o
n!:lzgnfot ge;;)(l)lel;try letk :asube:ﬁ ruled by one authority, and tzlerably ;Zﬁ
. . ke all other negroes, they are ignorant of 1 N
negro nation has ever invented an alphabe! P to the Malagnsi Tam
phabet. Ta return to the M i
iu;ge, he fgund nearly two hundred words of Malay origin, all gf t}?;i%azlmlﬁn_
ti(ma,y v';(i;'e sl,aeasﬂy discoverable, although disguised by a foreign pro%mnc]ige
. nguage was totally distinct, not only fi M n
every other language of Africa. Com ound ire o be Tond e
" t . ds are to be found in i
eight, nine, and ten syllables ; and in 0[1; o w}?r i rord of eleen
1 ; discovered a &
syllables, which would require twent fhree. Lo i e
y-three letters to ex i i
respect they are the opposite of the Chine Por et Tearmed o
ho have never yet 1
put two syllables together, their whole lan:?l’ o bei A v
y ] guage being monosyllabic.
Malay words that are to be found in Malagasi, he would ﬁ)rstau]l(;ntigxf 3:



